Macular eye disease

For free help or ad-
vice contact
Bernard Noyes

(01400) 250359

Kelling House
Bed and Breakfast
Sue Evans
Tel: 01400 251440
www.kellinghouse.co.uk
e-mail:
sue@kellinghouse.co.uk

17 West Street, Barkston,

SCOTTS GARAGE

The Garage, Main Rd
Barkston NG32 2NG
Workshop Direct
Line
01400251196

Grantham, Lincs,
NG32 2NL

Community Caring Hands (Rachel Metcalfe)

oNVQ Level 3 o16 years experience ® CRB checked
e Liability Insurance® Needs Assessment

e Personal Care (showering or bathing)
® Assistance with medication eFood Preparation
o(Cleaning eLaundry/ironing eShopping
Home: 01400 250755 Mobile: 07920 096439

MUTTLEYS OF HONINGTON
DOG GROOMING

Patient and caring groomer
Collection service Affordable prices

07816 835225 01400 251519

VI LN S5,

—= - ESTABLISHED 1895 - m

CHIMNEY SVWEEP.

“* TRADITIONAL - SWEEPING
BRUSH AND CERTIFICATES ISSUED

VACUUM SERVICE # PROFESSIONAL,
« NESTS REMOVED CLEAN SERVICE

 CAGES, CAPS AND <€ FULLY INSURED
COWLS FITTED «¢ POLICE CHECKED

01636 616425

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/mewark P
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Barkston and Syston Village Hall Regular Bookings

10-00 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.
2.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
9.30 am. - 11.30 a.m.

Monday Parent and Toddler Group
Short Mat Bowls
Tuesday  Creation Station

Dance Class Noon - 4.00 p.m.
Wednesday Vitality Fitness 9.45 am. - 10.45 a.m.
Dance Class Noon - 9.30 p.m.

10.00 a.m. - Noon
2.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.
9.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Thursday Yoga
Short Mat Bowls

Saturday Dance Class

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides meet weekly. For more information
contact gidguiding.org.uk.

The Cardiac Chat Group meet each second Tuesday of the month,
2.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.

The Macular Society meet alternate months.

The Lincs Trust for Nature Conservation meet every second Friday
of the month (Oct - April) 7.00 p.m. - 10.00 p.m.

Bookings for private functions - Carol Bradford 01400 250744
County Council Representatives

Ray Wootten is County Councillor for Barkston, Belton and Syston
Parishes. (Tel: 01476 400183 or e-mail cllrr.wootten@lincolnshire.gov.uk)

Post Office, St Nicholas Close, Barkston
Mondays and Thursdays 9.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Contact Tel No: 01636 704516

Mobile Library dates
The library will be in West Street between 11.00—11.30. on the following
Mondays, 12th March, 10th April.

Items for inclusion in the next issue of 'In Touch’

Please send to Wendy Card by 27th April 2018
Telephone 01400 250462

or e-mail alan.c.card@btinternet.com
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Barkston Caravan Storage
We can store your caravan, trailer

and motorhome

www.barkstoncaravanstoragecl.co.uk
High level of security—CaSSOA approved
Call Steve Elnor on 07944475521

PLAYGROUP

NIGEL STANLEY
Plumbing
&

Heating
Central Heating
Range Cookers

Condensing Boilers
Underfloor Heating
Bathroom Suites

Free advice service
& quotations

07944 339885
nigel_stanley
@btinternet.com

Hougham, Marston & Barkston Playgroup

From 2 years, at Hougham and Marston Village Hall

Monday & Thursday 9.00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
Tuesday & Wednesday 9.00a.m. - 3.00p.m.
Bring your child’s packed lunch
£10.00 per session - OFSTED approved
For more information please contact
Kathryn Davies Tel:07958 262727
Google “Barkston Playgroup”

PLUMB TREE PROPERTY SERVICES
Domestic Plumbing and Tree Felling

Additional services - Fencing, Painting, Shed felting,
Guttering cleaned and repaired,
Grass & Hedge Cutting

Rotavating Slab Laying
Tel: 01476 579186 07745 473727
Emergency Call Out
Discounted rates for senior citizens
G H Linnell Space available for
Monumental and hire.
Architectural Masons Please contact
40 Castlegate, John Jackson
Grantham
Tel/Fax 01476 564189 01400 250021
e-mail: Jajackson101

elizabeth@ghlinnell.co.uk
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&7)  peSTON& SYSTON CE PRIMARY sy, K3 Paul Schofield
00 Painter

Church Street, Barkston NG32 2NB & Decorator

Ah0] Tel: 01400 250553 Fax: 01400 251625 Interior
f°f|ife enquiries@barkstonsyston.lincs.sch.uk & Exterior Work
PARTNERSHIP

SILVER

To find out more about us please >y Tel: 01476 577573
_ tele?hoknetto arrant?gta VItS:It - Mob: 07803041279
ray or ‘LO katourw;e S'I_e at: - paul.schofield10
www.' arks onsys on.lincs.sch.uk = @btinternet.com
Pre-reception Class available for 4 year olds {"15'5’;‘“%""-
JO WALDRON GRAHAM WILSON
EL}I;GANCE SQF T FURNISHINGS GARDENING
espoke Curtains & Coordinates SERVICES
Cushions, Pelmets & Roman Blinds Grass cutting,
Stonewall Turfing,
Heath Lane Garden Clearances,
Normanton on Cliffe Grantham Fenmll,'fl’lg:tm &
Lincs NG32 3BJ Free quotation
01400 251870 07757788420 07791 996550

Cady & Simpson
Contract & Domestic Flooring Specialist
Carpets, Vinyl, safety flooring, LVT feature floors & wood.
Curtains & blinds.
Alan 07966164341, Sim 07970699767, Stacey 07976385487
Email: cadyandsimpson@btconnect.com
Follow us on Facebook - Established 1972

Sam & Mike welcome you to THE STAG
Church Street, Barkston.
Tel: 01400 250363
Food served Monday: - Friday 12.00—2.00 pm., 5-30—8.30 pm.

Saturday 12.00—2.30 pm, 6.00—8.30 pm. Sunday 12.00—3.00 pm.
Take away available Mon—Thursday 5.30—38.30 pm.
Fish, Burger or Chicken BBQ Melt & Chips £6.50.
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South CIliff Villages Group
NOT FROM THE RECTORY

There’s a saying that the Christian faith has no proofs, only witnesses.
I was reminded of it recently, listening to a debate between a priest and
a humanist. The priest was defending Christian belief in the
resurrection of Jesus. The humanist said he couldn’t understand how
anyone could believe in something like that, when not a shred of
evidence had ever been produced to show it was true.

With Easter fast approaching, it was a timely challenge, and I think
those of us who are Christians do have to acknowledge that for many,
the resurrection will be too incredible to accept. After all, common
sense tells us that dead bodies do not come back to life, especially
when someone has been killed as publically and brutally as Jesus. The
humanist was absolutely right in saying we don’t have a jot of hard
evidence to show it actually happened. What we have instead are
stories — the stories of people who say they met Jesus after his
resurrection, that they touched him, talked with him and shared food
with him. And if we choose not to believe those stories, we have a
problem. We have to explain how a group of utterly terrified and
demoralised men and women - which was what Jesus’ followers were
like after his crucifixion, going into hiding and only meeting behind
locked doors — we have to explain why those men and women were
suddenly transformed. We have to explain why they began shouting
the news of his resurrection from the housetops, and why they told the
story of what happened on that first Easter day so convincingly, that
countless others soon became believers too. We also have to explain
why some of those first disciples believed so totally that they had met
the risen Jesus, that they were willing to die rather than deny it had
happened; why, within a relatively short time and in the face of savage
persecution by the authorities, they were calling him Lord and Messiah
and Son of God; and why his followers went on calling him those
things right up to today.

Then as now, there were many who would have none of it, who said
those first disciples were hallucinating, or were making it up or even
had seen a ghost. But you don’t do the things they did because of a
hallucination, and you don’t sacrifice your life for the sake of a made-
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up story. You do it because you are utterly convinced that this man
Jesus is alive, and telling others about him is the most important thing in
the world. It was, of course, on the basis of their accounts, that the
Christian Church was born. And when you think back over the centuries
since then, of the countless millions who believe they too have come to
know the risen Jesus, none of them — none of us — could produce
concrete evidence that it’s true. The only evidence we can point to is the
remarkable effect faith in Jesus has on our lives and the lives of others.
So this Easter, when we gather to celebrate the events of the first Easter,
we can cheerfully admit that we have no hard proof for any of it. We
have something much, much better. We have 20 centuries of witnesses,
beginning with those first disciples and coming right up to today, and
those of us who will be in church on Easter morning to proclaim:
‘Alleluia, Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.’

With love Lilian

BARKSTON AND SYSTON PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 8" January.
Seven members of the Parish Council were present, together with
District Councillors  Stokes and Mrs Kaberry Brown. County
Councillor Wootten and Parish Councillors Elnor and Rowell submitted
apologies.

One member of the public attended and spoke during the public forum
about a planning application he had submitted, offering to answer any
questions. The Chairman gave advice on the method of consultation on
applications and said that the application concerned had been objected
to by the Parish Council.

Many highways matters were discussed, and the Council received an
update from the Area Surveyor in relation to matters which had been
referred. The Council again considered whether or not to take part in the
Community Speedwatch scheme, but it was agreed to take no further
action. This decision would not prevent any other interested individuals
from organising a group to run a scheme.

The fly tipping reported on Frinkley Lane which it was thought was to
have been collected shortly after the last meeting had still not been
completely cleared. The Clerk said that SKDC had been asked to take
action.

Samantha Strudwick MCFHP MAFHP

Registered Foot Health professional

I am a registered foot health professional with over 15 years NHS nursing experi-
ence and offer a friendly and professional home visiting practice

within a 15 mile radius of Grantham.

Treatments include: Diabetic foot care; Painful corns; Hard skin removal;
Nail thickening; Nail trimming {including hands}; Fungal nail infections;
Ingrowing toenails; Verrucae and Medi-Pedi.

Please telephone me on 07835307552 or email thefootprofessional@hotmail.com

M D Lewis Plumbing

General Plumbing,
Oil Fired Boiler
Fitting and Servicing

Tel 01400 250966
Mobile 07703 516922

Mitchell Patchett
Professional Vacuum Chimney
Sweeping Service

Est.1979—Fully Insured  Full Certification Provided

All multi-fuel stoves, open fires,
& boilers serviced & maintained
Member of the
National Association of Chimney Sweeps

Caps, Cowls, Birdguards & Pots—supplied & fitted

Tel: 01636 650169

HASSALL DECORATORS
For all your Commercial & Domestic needs
172 Somerby Hill, Grantham Lincs, NG31 7ET
Tel: 01476 570050
Mobile: 0779 884 6627
www. hassalldecorators.co.uk

STUART WATTS
USED CAR SALES

MOTOR VEHICLE
ENGINEER
30 years experience
Tyres, clutches, exhausts
and services
Free collection and delivery
in Barkston area

Tel: 01476 590229

Barkston
Service Station
Off Licence, Shop,

Costa Coffee
Gas and Coal,
National Lottery,
Hand Car Wash
Tel: 01400 250488
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Drawings by
Pauline Thompson

Tel 01400 250428

Paul Berry
Chimney Sweep

NACS and HETAS
Registered
Expert service /advice
from Fireplace to
Chimney Pot

Tel: 01400 282778



BARKSTON, SYSTON, BELTON, HONINGTON AND
CARLTON SCROOP ANNUAL PRODUCE AND CRAFT SHOW

This year's Show is on Saturday 1% September in the Village Hall.

For the Show to continue in the future we need more committee
members, exhibitors and volunteers on the day. We hold two meetings a
year, the next meeting is on Monday 9" April at Hambleton Farm,
Syston NG32 2BX at 7.45 p.m. where we will be discussing the classes
for this year.

We need new ideas for the classes, especially the children's, if you are
able to help or have new ideas please come along to the meeting or let
Vicki know 01400250057 this would be very much appreciated.

Thank you.

Vicki Strawson

VOLUNTEER
WITH US

Learn new skills, meet new people. Be there.

A lot of people need us. That's why our
volunteers are always around to give anyone who
is struggling to cope the space and time to talk.

07504 913360 (cali charges apply)

granthamsamaritans@
hotmail.co.uk

SAMARITANS

A charity registered in England GRANTHAM
and Wales no. 1054316.

The areas in Church Street which had been badly surfaced or which had
been missed, had been reported, as mentioned at the last meeting, but
action would not be taken until the resurfacing crew was in the area in
July/August. LCC had pointed out that the problem arose because of
parked cars which resulted in the area being missed.

The requests for double yellow lines in Church Street and West Street,
Barkston, had been noted, but LCC had advised that due to financial
restrictions no investigations were taking place at the moment.

The verges on Main Street, Syston, were being clipped by buses and
other wide/heavy vehicles, resulting in a wide mud slick on the inside of
the bend opposite The Drift. This was considered to cause a clear danger
to traffic, particularly in cold and icy weather. The Clerk was asked to
refer this to LCC and to request action to make the bend safe.

The Council again discussed the previous request for a reduction in the
speed limit between Manthorpe and Barkston, and in particular the
danger at the junction with Belton village. The County Council had said
that the request did not comply with current speed limit policy and that
no further action would be taken. The Council were of the opinion that
the volume and speed of traffic had increased dramatically since the 2008
survey, as had accidents, particularly at the Belton junction. It was
agreed to repeat these points to the County Council, but to first advise
Belton and Manthorpe Parish Council to clarify their position, and offer
the Council’s support.

In regard to the picnic area, the Clerk advised that the application for
registration had been made to the Land Registry, after the search of the
index map had revealed that the land had no claims on it. An
acknowledgement had been received, but a final decision on the Parish
Council’s application was still awaited.

A quotation had been received in regard to either felling or maintenance
work in regard to the tree in River Lane, Syston. After consideration it
was agreed that the Parish Council should, without creating a precedent,
accept liability, and that the tree be felled. It was, however, agreed to
obtain a further comparative quotation for the work.

The financial updates and budget for 2018/19 were considered at length.
It was agreed to precept for £13280, which meant that the Parish Council
had reduced its precept in consecutive years.
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The next meeting is on MONDAY 12" MARCH 2018 at 7.45 p.m. at
the VILLAGE HALL.

Malcolm Hall
Clerk to the Council

POOH CORNER

Dog dirt, is everywhere, in both Barkston and Syston. The
Churchyards and War Memorial surrounds are totally inappropriate
areas for allowing your dog to foul. Please be a responsible dog walker

and collect any mess in a pooh-bag.
1

BELTON AND MANTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Thursday 30" November
2017. All seven members of the Parish Council were present. Janet
Fountain, the previous Parish Clerk, was also in attendance.

There were no other public in attendance. The full draft minutes can be
seen on the Parish Council web site and have been displayed in the
relevant Notice Boards.

The Chair, thanked Janet Fountain for all her previous work and
commitment to the Parish Council, and wished her well in her
retirement. A presentation was made to Janet on behalf of the Parish
Council. Janet Fountain then left the meeting.

The Chair welcomed Chris. Morgan as the new Parish Clerk.

The Council again considered the issue re broken manhole covers near
the A607 at Belton. It was noted that these had been filled with sand,
but it was felt that this was still a problem and a trip hazard. — Clerk to
contact O2 again to see if a more permanent solution could be
completed.

A general discussion took place by all present re the request by the
Parish Council to Lincs C.C Highways re the examining of the speed
limit between Manthorpe and Barkston. Replies by Highways and the
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BISHOP’S LETTER

Dear Friends,

The words ‘How can this be?’ seem to me to be hovering in the air a great deal at the
moment. ‘How can this be’ that we are so close to the date of leaving the EU and we
don’t know precisely what is happening yet? ‘How can this be’ that I’ve paid my
stamp all these years and all I hear about is hospitals and schools under huge stress?
‘How can this be’ that every year the trees seem to burst into bud a few days earlier
than they did last year, but that many people cannot accept the evidence that says that
this is as a result of human impact on the climate?

These and so many other versions of the question buzz around in my mind and heart
— as do the very prosaic ones of human living that in different ways we each face —
and in my case: ‘How can this be’ that my parents, who have been reasonably well
physically to this point, suddenly seem now to be failing so rapidly?

‘How can this be?’ These are big questions and real questions. They affect different
parts of our lives. They require us to draw on deep sources of strength. They can
depress us or energise us. They can encourage us to reach out to others for support,
and they can also make us want to hide and to turn in on ourselves. And where is
God in it all?

I don’t underestimate the impact of these words and of their underlying and related
questions. However, as the words and questions gather, in the month of March at
least I am comforted by the fact that as the 25th approaches, I can draw strength from
the example of one amazing woman who has trodden the human path before us. The
25th of March is the Feast of the Annunciation, which is the day on which Mary was
told the news that she would bear a child who would be Son of God — and not
surprisingly, she exclaimed ‘How can this be?’ (Luke 1.34).

If Mary asked this question, then I think I am in good company if, on occasion, I ask
it myself as well.”How can this be?” And once it had been explained to Mary that if
she said ‘yes’, she was to enact God’s will, then Mary did indeed summon her
strength and courage and love and obedience, and having expressed her incredulity,
proceeded to bring about God’s purpose for her and for the world. She could have
said ‘no’. However, she said ‘let it be so’, and thus a new chapter opened in the life
of God’s creation.

Can I echo Mary’s words? Can we? Can we, having faced the questions, place our
trust in God and respond with similar strength, courage, love and obedience? Can we
draw strength from Mary’s example? It is my firm conviction that we can!

With every prayer and blessing, then, for March and for the Feast of the
Annunciation,

And for the coming joy of Easter,

Bishop Nicholas
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BARKSTON AND SYSTON CRICKET CLUB

The 2017 season see us yet again gain promotion, this time finishing
2" place in the Lincoln league div 3.

Presentation evening saw the following awards:

Players player L Parker

Most wickets A Jameson

Most catches P Johnson

Most runs L Parker

L Parker also won the leagues trophy for most wicket keeping victims

This season we will be competing in div 2 which will be a big step up.
This comes at a price, the better quality cricket the more it costs, so
yet again we are asking for match ball sponsors or match sponsors
from local business or people; your support is much needed.

Match ball sponsor £20.

Match sponsor £50 (this will cover ball and umpire costs).

We would like to thank everyone for their sponsorship last year

Junior cricket

Due to lack of indoor facilities there will be no indoor nets this year.
We will begin outdoors on Monday April 16™ at 6 p.m. til 7 p.m..

This year we are running with the ECB their All Stars programme
which is aimed at five to eight year old children. This will begin on
May 22" for eight weeks. Children need to be registered with the All
Stars programme before not on the night, as payment is made to ECB
not us.

Register =~ with — allstarscricket.couk or email me at
nigel.d.parker@btinternet.co.uk for more information.

‘FROM THE REGISTERS’

Holy Baptism

Caythorpe

February 4th Chardonnay Louise Varey and Michelle Leane Varey
Hough on the Hill

February 4th Arthur Jack O’Boyle

R.I.P

Barkston

February 12th Peter Cole
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local M.P. were noted. Resolved, at present, issue to be closed as the
relevant process by L.C.C. to reduce the speed limit was now in place.
Timescales to be monitored.

The meeting was updated by those Councillors who had attended the
Public enquiry re the Alison Homes Appeal. It was felt that the
Inspector was almost certain to rule against S.K.D.C. and that Alison
Homes would be granted the relevant permission.

Cllr Morris informed the meeting that he was now responsible for the
Manthorpe Burial Ground and explained the process and procedure.
He spoke about the current costs and recommended that the current
charges should remain as they are at present and be reviewed in May
2018.

The Council considered whether or not to take part in the Community
Speedwatch scheme it was agreed policy/processes for the scheme
would be précised by the Clerk and forwarded to all Councillors.
There was concern re the perception that vehicles in the 40mph limit
on the A607 were exceeding this.

The financial updates were considered and all proposed expenditure
approved. It was agreed to precept for £2000 and the relevant
paperwork would be completed by the Clerk and forwarded to
S.K.D.C.

The next meeting is on Thursday 22" February 2018 at 7.30 pm at the
Manthorpe Village Hall

Chris. Morgan, Clerk to the Belton and Manthorpe Parish Council
FRIENDS OF BARKSTON CHURCH—SOUP LUNCH

Our annual soup lunch will be held in the Village Hall from noon until
2pm on Saturday 24th March 2018. This will include soup and a roll,
a desert, cheese and biscuits and drinks. All this for £5! You will see
what wonderful value this is, so please make a note in your diary and
come along and enjoy yourselves.

Pat Haynes
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THE SERVICE ROTA SOUTH CLIFFE VILLAGES GROUP

Ist
Sunday

2nd

Sunday

3rd
Sunday

4th
Sunday

5th
Sunday

Other
Barkston

Ist Apr

8th Apr

15th Apr

22nd Apr

29th Apr

Services

Wholeness and

11.00
WFA/JB

Healing
7.30 p.m.

11.00
HC/MC

St Nicholas
Church
Dates
March 8th

09.30
HC/SH

April 12th

Prayer and

18.00
EP/Vic R

09.00
HC/SH

Praise
38 West Street,
Barkston

Village Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
Date 4thMar | 11th Mar | 18th Mar | 25th Mar
BARKSTON 11.00
LH/IB
BELTON 11.00
HC/SH
BRANDON
CARLTON SCROOP 18.00 09.00
with NORMANTON EP/Vic R HC/SH
CAYTHORPE 10.00 10.00
ALM HC/SH
FULBECK 10.00
HC/SH
HONINGTON
HOUGH ON THE 9.30
HILL MP/BW
HOUGHAM 10.00 17.00
HC/SH EP/CB/
SH
MARSTON 9.30 10.00 9.30
HC/SH FB/CS MP//CS
SYSTON 9.30 11.00
MP/VicR | HC/SH

10.00
HC/ValR

18.00 CW

10.00
HC/SH

3p.m.
01400 250339
Dates
Mar 5th,12th,
19th,26th

10.00
HC/SH

10.00
HC/MC

(Lent course)

St Nicholas
Knitting Circle

11.00
HC/SH

Community
Centre

St Nicholas
Close

9.30
MP/BW

09.30
MP/BW

Barkston
2p.m.
Dates

17.00
EP/CB/SH

9.30
HC/LH

09.30
MP/CS

In Addition: see church notice boards

9.30
MP/Vic R

11.00
HC/SH

Unable to meet
until
refurbishment
of Centre is
complete




